
Welcome Adorers 
In the past 3 months, the following have made a commitment, or are returning adorers:

Therese Chlevin, Peter Davis, Sam Dawes,    
                   Shirley Miao, Magda and Hector Salas, Bacy Salgado, Adam and Beata Szczupak, 

Sinitha Thuluvath
— May our Eucharistic Lord bless and reward you! —

Prayers For Our Troops
Please remember in your prayers our family 
members serving our country in the armed 
forces:

SERVICEMEN’S PRAYER
“Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their families 
for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of 
need.  I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and 
Savior.  Amen”     
“Lord, thank you for the priests who answered your 
call to serve and minister to the military families.  We 
pray for increase in priestly vocations in the Archdio-
cese of Military Services.”         

Committed Adorers Who Ask           
For Our Prayers

Kevin Callahan, Linda Dicks, Karl Grubert,     
Tina Grubert, Jane Sanico, Dick Schultz
We continue our prayers for past, and present, family and  adorers.  
Another means of prayer is by entering petitions in the “Petition 
Book” in the rear of the Chapel.

MARYTOWN Ministry of Care
Committed adorers may request prayers for them-
selves and/or immediate family members.  Also, 
recently deceased immediate family members can 
be listed in the “Condolences” section above.  The 
deceased will be remembered during the month of 
November.  For more details, please call the Ado-
ration Office at 847-367-7800, ext. 398, or contact 
your hourly Captain.

Condolences for Committed Adorers 
and Immediate Family Members

We keep all of our deceased Committed Adorers 
and Immediate Family Members in our prayers, 
especially those whom the Lord has called during 
the pandemic:
+Fr. Jim Henning, OFM Conv. (12/30/21)
+Nancy Thielsen (12/31/21)
+Linda Lake (1/12/22)
+Verne Blakely (1/23/22)
+Helen Catalin (2/6/22)
+Sr. Mary of the Precious Blood of Jesus, OCD (3/29/22)
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 

upon them.  May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen
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Adoration Hours Needing            
Committed Adorers

                                                                                    
Sun: 3 am     Mon: 1 am, 11 am                         
Fri: 3 am, 11 am     Sat: 5 pm     

Our goal is to have 2 adorers for every hour.  Additional 
hours in need of adorers are listed in red on the chart in the 
vestibule of the Chapel.  Committed adorers may want to 
consider signing up for an additional hour.

Do You Have an Inspirational Story?
Do you have an inspirational story to share of how 
Eucharistic Adoration has affected you in your 
life?  If so, we invite you to share your story with 
fellow adorers.  Please contact the Adoration Of-
fice (847-367-7800, ext. 398) to submit your wit-
ness for publication in the newsletter.

St. Bonaventure Province Elects 14th Minister Provincial
Congratulations to Friar Paul Joseph Langevin, OFM Conv., who was elected the 14th Minister 
Provincial of St. Bonaventure Province on January 31, 2022.
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III. Worthy Reception of Holy Communion 
–Conforming our life with Christ
John Paul II reminded us of this perennial teaching of 
the Church, that “the celebration of the Eucharist, 
however, cannot be the starting-point for communion; 
it presupposes that communion already exists, a com-
munion that it seeks to consolidate and bring to perfec-
tion” (Ecclesia et Eucharistia, no. 35). To receive all 
the graces and benefits from Holy Communion that 
was mentioned above, the Eucharist requires that we 
live and persevere in sanctifying grace and love, re-
maining within the Church as one body and one spirit 
in Christ. Reaffirming the clear teaching of the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church, Saint John Paul II stat-
ed, “Anyone conscious of a grave sin must receive the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation before coming to com-
munion” (CCC 1385).
It is important to underline this intrinsic connection 
between the Sacraments of Penance and the Eucharist 
because, as Pope Benedict wrote, we are “surrounded 
by a culture that tends to eliminate the sense of sin and 
to promote a superficial approach that overlooks the 
need to be in a state of grace in order to approach sac-
ramental communion worthily” (Sacramentum Carita-
tis, 20). A common and mistaken trend of our times is 
to presume that all have the right to approach and par-
take of the Body and Blood of  the Lord and that 

limiting such a ‘right’ would go against the practice of 
Jesus Christ, who welcomed all sinners. 
However, the teachings of the Church have always 
been clear and based on Scripture. Holy Communion is 
reserved for those, who with God’s grace make a sin-
cere effort to live this union with Christ and His 
Church by adhering to all that the Catholic Church 
believes and proclaims to be revealed by God. 
From the very beginning, the Teaching of the Twelve 
Apostles, passed down to us in the Didache – one of 
the oldest writings outside the New Testament – de-
scribes this ancient practice in which the priest, just 
before distributing Holy Communion says: “Whoever 
is holy, let him approach, whoever is not, let him do 
penance” (Didache 10). The Church has always 
stressed this perennial doctrine and discipline: before 
one receives Jesus Christ in Holy Communion one 
must be in communion of life, restored often by God’s 
mercy in the Sacrament of Penance. Otherwise, instead 
of receiving all the graces from Holy Communion, we 
are partaking of our own condemnation. Saint Paul 
declared, “Whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of 
the Lord unworthily will have to answer for the body 
and blood of the Lord.”  In other words, whoever un-
worthily receives the Eucharist will have to answer for 
the Lord’s death. The Apostle further warned, “A per-
son should examine himself, and so eat the bread and 
drink the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without 
discerning the body, eats and drinks judgment on him-
self” (1 Cor 11:27-29). 
Thomas Aquinas painfully but clearly echoed Saint 
Paul’s warning in the hymn Lauda Sion Salvatorem
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reminding us that the “Bread of Life” becomes the 
bread of death for those who consume Jesus in the state 
of grave sin. “The good partake, the bad partake: with, 
however, an unequal share of life and death. It is death 
to the bad, life to the good: behold how unlike is the 
result of like partaking.” When one receives Holy Com-
munion unworthily, the Sacrament becomes a sacrilege; 
the spiritual medicine becomes for that person — it is 
frightful to say — a form of spiritual poison. When we 
do not really believe in Jesus, when we do not really 
seek to conform our entire life to Him and receive Jesus 
even though we know that we have sinned against Him, 
then this just leads to a greater sin and betrayal. 
In speaking of the Sacrament of Penance, I wish to 
gratefully acknowledge the dedication of our priests 
who generously offer their time to ensure that the faith-
ful can always have the opportunity for confession. In 
the exercise of their ministry, they are also contributing 
to helping the faithful prepare worthily for Holy Com-
munion. Pray for your priests who have faithfully made 
themselves available for this very purpose! Pray also 
that God may bless us with more vocations to the priest-
hood! 
There are situations when we can honor God more by 
abstaining from Holy Communion than by satisfying a 
personal desire to sacramentally receive Him in com-
munion. I know of a Catholic mother who because she 
did not want to show irreverence or contempt for what 
is truly the Body and Blood of Christ, abstained from 
Holy Communion for several years because she was 
living in an irregular marriage. This was the case even 
though she still faithfully attended Mass with her chil-
dren each week and was a regular Eucharistic adorer at 
her parish because of her deep faith and devotion to 
Christ present in the Eucharist. She, nonetheless, would 
not present herself for Communion. She was raised to 
understand that Christian believers should avoid receiv-
ing Holy Communion unworthily. Aware of the scrip-
tural admonitions and the teachings of the Church she 
would offer up her sacramental encounter with the Lord 
and make instead a spiritual communion each Sunday. 
So much was her young son clearly edified by her quiet 
example of faith and fidelity that he became a moral 
theologian and now teaches moral theology at a Catho-
lic seminary. 
In this perennial teaching that is scriptural and clear, 
Holy Communion is meant to be the consummation of 
the loving union between Jesus the Bridegroom and His 
Bride the Church, between Him and each believer. The 

Church invites everyone to the Wedding Banquet while 
at the same time commits herself to helping everyone 
arrive properly dressed in a purified baptismal garment, 
lest the greatest Gift – the Eucharist – becomes his or 
her spiritual destruction. 
For this reason, the Church requires Catholic leaders 
who have publicly supported gravely immoral laws such 
as abortion and euthanasia to refrain from receiving 
Holy Communion until they publicly repent and receive 
the Sacrament of Penance. Not all moral issues have the 
same weight as abortion and euthanasia. The Church 
teaches that abortion or euthanasia is an intrinsically 
grave sin and that there is a grave and clear obligation 
for all Catholics to oppose them by conscientious objec-
tion. “In the case of an intrinsically unjust law, such as 
a law permitting abortion or euthanasia, it is therefore 
never licit to obey it, or to ‘take part in a propaganda 
campaign in favour of such a law or vote for 
it’” (Evangelium Vitae, 73). The Aparecida document, 
which Pope Francis is acknowledged as one of the main 
authors during his time as Archbishop of Buenos Aires, 
teaches clearly: “We hope that legislators [and] heads 
of government … will defend and protect [the dignity of 
human life] from the abominable crimes of abortion and 
euthanasia; that is their responsibility…. We must ad-
here to ‘eucharistic coherence,’ that is, be conscious 
that they cannot receive Holy Communion and at the 
same time act with deeds or words against the com-
mandments, particularly when abortion, euthanasia, 
and other grave crimes against life and family are en-
couraged. This responsibility weighs particularly over 
legislators, heads of governments, and health profes-
sionals.”
In the current political climate of our country, the 
Church can be easily accused of favoring one party and 
singling out politicians of a certain party with such a 
teaching. However, the Church is only faithfully reaf-
firming its perennial teaching on the Eucharist and the 
worthy reception of Holy Communion which applies to 
every single person. Eucharistic coherence means that 
our “Amen” at Holy Communion includes not only the 
recognition of the Real Presence but also a communion 
bound together by embracing and living Christ’s entire 
teaching handed down to us through the Church. 

Promulgated on Holy Thursday of the Lord’s Supper, 
April 1, 2021.  Thomas J. Olmsted, Bishop of Phoenix
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We offer fraternal encourage-
ment and spiritual support to 
those who suffer with chronic or 
long-term conditions through 
the intercession of St Maximili-
an Kolbe, founder of the Militia 
Immaculatae and patron of 
Marytown.    

           

       Bro. David Wagner, OFM, Conv.,  
Bro. Martin Schmitz, OFM Conv., 
Fr. Bernard Geiger, OFM Conv.,
Bro. Juniper Kriss, OFM Conv.,

Stephen Welsch, 
Steve Shebenik, Juanita Guaderrama,

Donna Krzyzanowski 
Welly Medinaveitia, OFS

               
  Mary, health of the sick, pray for us.
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Need For Apostolate Leaders
We are currently in need for additional Aposto-
late leaders.  The positions that are vacant are: 
• Ministry of Care Leader
• Hourly Captains for the 1:00 pm, 2:00 pm, 

and 8:00 pm hours   
Please consider stepping forward if you feel you 
will be able to assist in the Apostolate.
For further information, please contact the Ado-
ration Office at: 847-367-7800, ext. 398.
One of the leaders will return your call and give 
you details of the open positions.

Ministry of Care
The Ministry of Care Team is an offshoot of the 
Marytown Adoration Program.  Its purpose is to 
serve as a prayer ministry to ill members of the 
Marytown Adoration Community.  They also 
serve as  a representatives of the Marytown Ado-
ration Community when an Adorer dies.
We remember Committed Adorers and their im-
mediate family members who have passed on in 
our Condolence Section of the Newsletter.  Addi-
tionally, each November a Remembrance Mass is 
celebrated for the deceased.
We also pray for Committed Adorers and their 
family members, including grandparents and 
cousins, who are ill or facing disabilities.  To 
have someone added to the Ministry of Care, 
contact your Division Leader.

Eucharistic Conference 2022
Our annual Eucharistic Conference will be held 
on Saturday, June 18, 2022.  This will also be the 
weekend of The Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ (Corpus Christi Sunday).  The theme this 
year will be St. Francis of Assisi & the Eucharist. 
This year the speaker will be Fr. Benedict La 
Volpe, OFM Conv.  St. Francis of Assisi can be 
one of the most misquoted and misunderstood 
Saints of the past 2000 years.  We know St. Fran-
cis, not from Hollywood films or popular culture, 
but from his writings and early biographers.  Fr. 
Benedict will show us the importance of the Eu-
charist and the Priesthood in the life and spiritual-
ity of St. Francis of Assisi in two presentations,
opening to us the treasures contained in the Christ
-centered heart of the “Poverello of Assisi”.  Reg-
istration is now available.  You can register on 
the website events page www.kolbeshrine.org/
events or by using the registration form now 
available in the weekly bulletin.  

Portable Phone
During the overnight hours, a portable phone is 
located on the stand immediately in front of the 
pews on the left side of the Chapel.  If in an 
emergency, or if one feels they are being threat-
ened, please use the phone and call the friars with 
the extension listed on the phone.  Additionally, 
call 911 for immediate assistance.  Although an 
emergency is not likely, please keep in mind the 
location of the portable phone. 



MARYTOWN
Upcoming Events

March 19, 2021-June 26, 2022
Year of the Family (Amoris Laetitia Family)

April 17, 2022
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

April 24, 2022
Feast of the Divine Mercy,  2:00-3:00 pm Confessions,                                               

Divine Mercy Chaplet and Talk at 3:00 pm
May 7, 2022

Militia of the Immaculata Consecration Preparation Class
May 13, 2022

Our Lady of Fatima 
May 31, 2022

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
June 6, 2022

The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church
June 18, 2022

Eucharistic Conference
June 19, 2022

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi Sunday) w/Procession
June 24, 2022

The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
June 25, 2022

The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Check the Marytown Monitor or the www.kolbeshrine.org website                                
for more details about upcoming events.

And Do Not Forget—Leaving Town?
It is the obligation of Catholics to attend Mass on Sundays and Holydays of  Obligation

--even when traveling.  Call in advance to your destination to find Mass times, or 
search for Mass times by visiting: www.masstimes.org     
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Letter Sent to One of Marytown’s 
Priests

You probably don’t remember me, but I will 
never forget you and the kindness you 
showed me the night my father died.
It was during the early morning (3 am) watch 
in the Chapel this past August.  It was just a 
couple of hours after he had passed away, and 
without any family in the immediate area and 
because of the lateness of the hour, I had no 
one to turn to for support.  As I sat in the 
emergency room of Condell Hospital, I felt 
led by the Holy Spirit or my guardian angel.  
Something was calling me to the Blessed 
Sacrament in the Chapel at Marytown.
When I arrived I was so relieved and happy to 
see not just one of the brothers but my favor-
ite priest kneeling in adoration.  I was under-
standably very upset, crying, almost hysteri-
cal.  I don’t remember exactly what [he] said 
or did.  All I recall was the feeling of the 
presence of Christ—not just emanating from 
the Eucharist—but being present in and 
through [the priest].  For those few moments 
[he] really did take the place of Jesus Christ 
and comforted and consoled me as He [Jesus] 
would have, had He been physically present 
there.  But, you see, He didn’t need to be 
there physically because you [Father], on the 
day you are ordained, agreed to be there for 
Him.
I’m so glad you entered into that agreement 
with Him, not just for myself, but for all those 
you have helped and guided and comforted 
by choosing to become a priest.
-by T C, January, 1998

Healing of the Marriage
My husband and I have been adorers at 
Marytown for the past two years.  Many of 
our hours were spent pouring out hurts and 
disappointments to Jesus in regards to our 
marriage.  Although most of our arguments 
were over relatively small issues, the prob-
lems were seldom resolved and small hurts 
grew into deep pain.  There were times we 
would be so angry at each other that we ac-
tually drove in separate cars to Marytown to 
make our hour.  How could one help but feel 
like a hypocrite?  But Jesus understood our 
intentions and our weaknesses, and through 
His love and mercy, He led us to a wonder-
ful woman who counseled us.  Before each 
counseling session, the three of us prayed 
before the Blessed Sacrament.  The results 
were nothing short of a miracle!  Our mar-
riage has never been better, and what is most 
remarkable to me is that there are no traces 
of bitterness or resentment from the past.  
We were able to forgive and forget, which I 
thought could never happen! 

We want to thank Jesus for His healing 
touch and for being present to us in the 
Blessed Sacrament.  We thank Mary for her 
prayers and intercession, and we thank eve-
ryone at Marytown for making our visits 
possible.  God Bless you all!

-by T R, April, 1998
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Monstrance at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, Marytown, IL

A Prayer of St. Thomas Aquinas
I render thanks to Thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Everlasting God, who hast vouchsafed, not 
for any merits of mine, but of Thy great mercy only, to feed me a sinner, Thine unworthy 
servant, with the precious Body and Blood of Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ; and I pray 
that this Holy Communion may not be for my judgment and condemnation, but for my par-
don and salvation.  Let it be unto me an armor of faith and a shield of good purpose, a rid-
dance of all vices, and a rooting out of all evil desires; and increase of love and patience, of 
humility and obedience, and of all virtues; a firm defence against the wiles of all my ene-
mies, visible and invisible, a perfect quieting of all my impulses, fleshly and spiritual; a 
cleaving unto Thee, the one true God, and a blessed consummation of my end when Thou 
dost call.  And I pray that Thou wouldst vouchsafe to bring me a sinner to that unspeakable 
Feast where Thou, with Thy Son and Thy Holy Spirit, art to Thy holy ones true light, ful-
ness of blessedness, everlasting joy, and perfect happiness.  Through the same Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.
Source: Manual of Prayers for the Use of the Catholic Laity, Prayer After Communion and Prayer of Thanksgiving After Mass, Prepared 
and Published  by the order of the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore, 1889

“Once you understand the 
Eucharist, you can never 
leave the church.  Not be-
cause the church won’t let 
you but because your heart 
won’t let you.”
(St. Teresa of Kolkata)

“Never in the course of 
these years have I failed to 
celebrate the Most Holy 
Sacrifice.  Holy Mass is the 
absolute center of my life 
and of everyday of my life.”

(Pope St. John Paul II)
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Daily Prayer for Freedom of Conscience and Religion
We pray through the intercession of our Blessed Mother, Our Lady of Life, that our God-given 

freedoms of conscience and religion be respected and protected by the president and his      
administration, as we continue to pray for the sanctity of life,

Our Lady of Fatima, May 13, 2022
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On three occasions in 1916 near the small 
village of Fatima, Portugal, three shepherd 
children, Lucia Santos, Francisco Marto, 
and Jacinta Marto, witnessed the Angel of 
Peace who taught the children how to 
pray.  The following year, beginning on 
May 13th, the children witnessed the first 
of 6 apparitions of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  Mary’s message to the children 
was to offer sacrifices, and to pray for the 
conversion of sinners and world peace.  
The last of the apparitions occurred on 
October 13th culminating with the Miracle 
of the Sun.

Memorare

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, 
that never was it known that anyone who 
fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or 
sought thy intercession was left unaided.  
Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, 
O Virgin of virgins, my mother; to thee do I 
come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrow-
ful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, des-
pise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear 
and answer me.  Amen

Memorare
Acuérdate, Oh piadosisima Virgen Maria que 
jamás se oyó decir que hayas abandonado a 
ninguno de cuantos han acudido a tu amparo 
implorando tu protección y reclamando tu 
auxillo.  Animado con esta confianza, también 
yo acudo a ti Virgen de las virgenes, y gimien-
do bajo el peso de mis pecados me atrevo a 
comparecer ante tu soberana presencia.  No 
deseches mis súplicas, Madre del Verbo 
divino, antes bien óyelas y acógelas benig-
namente. Amén



Is it the Species We Worship, or the Hidden Flesh?In Perpetual Adoration of the Holy Eucharist Since June 7, 1928

  4

Monstrance at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, Marytown, IL

A Prayer of St. Thomas Aquinas
I render thanks to Thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Everlasting God, who hast vouchsafed, not 
for any merits of mine, but of Thy great mercy only, to feed me a sinner, Thine unworthy 
servant, with the precious Body and Blood of Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ; and I pray 
that this Holy Communion may not be for my judgment and condemnation, but for my par-
don and salvation.  Let it be unto me an armor of faith and a shield of good purpose, a rid-
dance of all vices, and a rooting out of all evil desires; and increase of love and patience, of 
humility and obedience, and of all virtues; a firm defence against the wiles of all my ene-
mies, visible and invisible, a perfect quieting of all my impulses, fleshly and spiritual; a 
cleaving unto Thee, the one true God, and a blessed consummation of my end when Thou 
dost call.  And I pray that Thou wouldst vouchsafe to bring me a sinner to that unspeakable 
Feast where Thou, with Thy Son and Thy Holy Spirit, art to Thy holy ones true light, ful-
ness of blessedness, everlasting joy, and perfect happiness.  Through the same Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.
Source: Manual of Prayers for the Use of the Catholic Laity, Prayer After Communion and Prayer of Thanksgiving After Mass, Prepared 
and Published  by the order of the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore, 1889

“Once you understand the 
Eucharist, you can never 
leave the church.  Not be-
cause the church won’t let 
you but because your heart 
won’t let you.”
(St. Teresa of Kolkata)

“Never in the course of 
these years have I failed to 
celebrate the Most Holy 
Sacrifice.  Holy Mass is the 
absolute center of my life 
and of everyday of my life.”

(Pope St. John Paul II)

Page 1

Daily Prayer for Freedom of Conscience and Religion
We pray through the intercession of our Blessed Mother, Our Lady of Life, that our God-given 

freedoms of conscience and religion be respected and protected by the president and his      
administration, as we continue to pray for the sanctity of life,

Our Lady of Fatima, May 13, 2022

5

On three occasions in 1916 near the small 
village of Fatima, Portugal, three shepherd 
children, Lucia Santos, Francisco Marto, 
and Jacinta Marto, witnessed the Angel of 
Peace who taught the children how to 
pray.  The following year, beginning on 
May 13th, the children witnessed the first 
of 6 apparitions of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  Mary’s message to the children 
was to offer sacrifices, and to pray for the 
conversion of sinners and world peace.  
The last of the apparitions occurred on 
October 13th culminating with the Miracle 
of the Sun.

Memorare

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, 
that never was it known that anyone who 
fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or 
sought thy intercession was left unaided.  
Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, 
O Virgin of virgins, my mother; to thee do I 
come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrow-
ful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, des-
pise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear 
and answer me.  Amen

Memorare
Acuérdate, Oh piadosisima Virgen Maria que 
jamás se oyó decir que hayas abandonado a 
ninguno de cuantos han acudido a tu amparo 
implorando tu protección y reclamando tu 
auxillo.  Animado con esta confianza, también 
yo acudo a ti Virgen de las virgenes, y gimien-
do bajo el peso de mis pecados me atrevo a 
comparecer ante tu soberana presencia.  No 
deseches mis súplicas, Madre del Verbo 
divino, antes bien óyelas y acógelas benig-
namente. Amén



MARYTOWN
Upcoming Events

March 19, 2021-June 26, 2022
Year of the Family (Amoris Laetitia Family)

April 17, 2022
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

April 24, 2022
Feast of the Divine Mercy,  2:00-3:00 pm Confessions,                                               

Divine Mercy Chaplet and Talk at 3:00 pm
May 7, 2022

Militia of the Immaculata Consecration Preparation Class
May 13, 2022

Our Lady of Fatima 
May 31, 2022

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
June 6, 2022

The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church
June 18, 2022

Eucharistic Conference
June 19, 2022

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi Sunday) w/Procession
June 24, 2022

The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
June 25, 2022

The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Check the Marytown Monitor or the www.kolbeshrine.org website                                
for more details about upcoming events.

And Do Not Forget—Leaving Town?
It is the obligation of Catholics to attend Mass on Sundays and Holydays of  Obligation

--even when traveling.  Call in advance to your destination to find Mass times, or 
search for Mass times by visiting: www.masstimes.org     

  6

Page 1

Inspirational Stories

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION APOSTOLATE
Volume 24                                                   Spring, 2022                                                     Number  2

3

Letter Sent to One of Marytown’s 
Priests

You probably don’t remember me, but I will 
never forget you and the kindness you 
showed me the night my father died.
It was during the early morning (3 am) watch 
in the Chapel this past August.  It was just a 
couple of hours after he had passed away, and 
without any family in the immediate area and 
because of the lateness of the hour, I had no 
one to turn to for support.  As I sat in the 
emergency room of Condell Hospital, I felt 
led by the Holy Spirit or my guardian angel.  
Something was calling me to the Blessed 
Sacrament in the Chapel at Marytown.
When I arrived I was so relieved and happy to 
see not just one of the brothers but my favor-
ite priest kneeling in adoration.  I was under-
standably very upset, crying, almost hysteri-
cal.  I don’t remember exactly what [he] said 
or did.  All I recall was the feeling of the 
presence of Christ—not just emanating from 
the Eucharist—but being present in and 
through [the priest].  For those few moments 
[he] really did take the place of Jesus Christ 
and comforted and consoled me as He [Jesus] 
would have, had He been physically present 
there.  But, you see, He didn’t need to be 
there physically because you [Father], on the 
day you are ordained, agreed to be there for 
Him.
I’m so glad you entered into that agreement 
with Him, not just for myself, but for all those 
you have helped and guided and comforted 
by choosing to become a priest.
-by T C, January, 1998

Healing of the Marriage
My husband and I have been adorers at 
Marytown for the past two years.  Many of 
our hours were spent pouring out hurts and 
disappointments to Jesus in regards to our 
marriage.  Although most of our arguments 
were over relatively small issues, the prob-
lems were seldom resolved and small hurts 
grew into deep pain.  There were times we 
would be so angry at each other that we ac-
tually drove in separate cars to Marytown to 
make our hour.  How could one help but feel 
like a hypocrite?  But Jesus understood our 
intentions and our weaknesses, and through 
His love and mercy, He led us to a wonder-
ful woman who counseled us.  Before each 
counseling session, the three of us prayed 
before the Blessed Sacrament.  The results 
were nothing short of a miracle!  Our mar-
riage has never been better, and what is most 
remarkable to me is that there are no traces 
of bitterness or resentment from the past.  
We were able to forgive and forget, which I 
thought could never happen! 

We want to thank Jesus for His healing 
touch and for being present to us in the 
Blessed Sacrament.  We thank Mary for her 
prayers and intercession, and we thank eve-
ryone at Marytown for making our visits 
possible.  God Bless you all!

-by T R, April, 1998



reminding us that the “Bread of Life” becomes the 
bread of death for those who consume Jesus in the state 
of grave sin. “The good partake, the bad partake: with, 
however, an unequal share of life and death. It is death 
to the bad, life to the good: behold how unlike is the 
result of like partaking.” When one receives Holy Com-
munion unworthily, the Sacrament becomes a sacrilege; 
the spiritual medicine becomes for that person — it is 
frightful to say — a form of spiritual poison. When we 
do not really believe in Jesus, when we do not really 
seek to conform our entire life to Him and receive Jesus 
even though we know that we have sinned against Him, 
then this just leads to a greater sin and betrayal. 
In speaking of the Sacrament of Penance, I wish to 
gratefully acknowledge the dedication of our priests 
who generously offer their time to ensure that the faith-
ful can always have the opportunity for confession. In 
the exercise of their ministry, they are also contributing 
to helping the faithful prepare worthily for Holy Com-
munion. Pray for your priests who have faithfully made 
themselves available for this very purpose! Pray also 
that God may bless us with more vocations to the priest-
hood! 
There are situations when we can honor God more by 
abstaining from Holy Communion than by satisfying a 
personal desire to sacramentally receive Him in com-
munion. I know of a Catholic mother who because she 
did not want to show irreverence or contempt for what 
is truly the Body and Blood of Christ, abstained from 
Holy Communion for several years because she was 
living in an irregular marriage. This was the case even 
though she still faithfully attended Mass with her chil-
dren each week and was a regular Eucharistic adorer at 
her parish because of her deep faith and devotion to 
Christ present in the Eucharist. She, nonetheless, would 
not present herself for Communion. She was raised to 
understand that Christian believers should avoid receiv-
ing Holy Communion unworthily. Aware of the scrip-
tural admonitions and the teachings of the Church she 
would offer up her sacramental encounter with the Lord 
and make instead a spiritual communion each Sunday. 
So much was her young son clearly edified by her quiet 
example of faith and fidelity that he became a moral 
theologian and now teaches moral theology at a Catho-
lic seminary. 
In this perennial teaching that is scriptural and clear, 
Holy Communion is meant to be the consummation of 
the loving union between Jesus the Bridegroom and His 
Bride the Church, between Him and each believer. The 

Church invites everyone to the Wedding Banquet while 
at the same time commits herself to helping everyone 
arrive properly dressed in a purified baptismal garment, 
lest the greatest Gift – the Eucharist – becomes his or 
her spiritual destruction. 
For this reason, the Church requires Catholic leaders 
who have publicly supported gravely immoral laws such 
as abortion and euthanasia to refrain from receiving 
Holy Communion until they publicly repent and receive 
the Sacrament of Penance. Not all moral issues have the 
same weight as abortion and euthanasia. The Church 
teaches that abortion or euthanasia is an intrinsically 
grave sin and that there is a grave and clear obligation 
for all Catholics to oppose them by conscientious objec-
tion. “In the case of an intrinsically unjust law, such as 
a law permitting abortion or euthanasia, it is therefore 
never licit to obey it, or to ‘take part in a propaganda 
campaign in favour of such a law or vote for 
it’” (Evangelium Vitae, 73). The Aparecida document, 
which Pope Francis is acknowledged as one of the main 
authors during his time as Archbishop of Buenos Aires, 
teaches clearly: “We hope that legislators [and] heads 
of government … will defend and protect [the dignity of 
human life] from the abominable crimes of abortion and 
euthanasia; that is their responsibility…. We must ad-
here to ‘eucharistic coherence,’ that is, be conscious 
that they cannot receive Holy Communion and at the 
same time act with deeds or words against the com-
mandments, particularly when abortion, euthanasia, 
and other grave crimes against life and family are en-
couraged. This responsibility weighs particularly over 
legislators, heads of governments, and health profes-
sionals.”
In the current political climate of our country, the 
Church can be easily accused of favoring one party and 
singling out politicians of a certain party with such a 
teaching. However, the Church is only faithfully reaf-
firming its perennial teaching on the Eucharist and the 
worthy reception of Holy Communion which applies to 
every single person. Eucharistic coherence means that 
our “Amen” at Holy Communion includes not only the 
recognition of the Real Presence but also a communion 
bound together by embracing and living Christ’s entire 
teaching handed down to us through the Church. 

Promulgated on Holy Thursday of the Lord’s Supper, 
April 1, 2021.  Thomas J. Olmsted, Bishop of Phoenix
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We offer fraternal encourage-
ment and spiritual support to 
those who suffer with chronic or 
long-term conditions through 
the intercession of St Maximili-
an Kolbe, founder of the Militia 
Immaculatae and patron of 
Marytown.    

           

       Bro. David Wagner, OFM, Conv.,  
Bro. Martin Schmitz, OFM Conv., 
Fr. Bernard Geiger, OFM Conv.,
Bro. Juniper Kriss, OFM Conv.,

Stephen Welsch, 
Steve Shebenik, Juanita Guaderrama,

Donna Krzyzanowski 
Welly Medinaveitia, OFS

               
  Mary, health of the sick, pray for us.

those who suffer with chronic or 
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Need For Apostolate Leaders
We are currently in need for additional Aposto-
late leaders.  The positions that are vacant are: 
• Ministry of Care Leader
• Hourly Captains for the 1:00 pm, 2:00 pm, 

and 8:00 pm hours   
Please consider stepping forward if you feel you 
will be able to assist in the Apostolate.
For further information, please contact the Ado-
ration Office at: 847-367-7800, ext. 398.
One of the leaders will return your call and give 
you details of the open positions.

Ministry of Care
The Ministry of Care Team is an offshoot of the 
Marytown Adoration Program.  Its purpose is to 
serve as a prayer ministry to ill members of the 
Marytown Adoration Community.  They also 
serve as  a representatives of the Marytown Ado-
ration Community when an Adorer dies.
We remember Committed Adorers and their im-
mediate family members who have passed on in 
our Condolence Section of the Newsletter.  Addi-
tionally, each November a Remembrance Mass is 
celebrated for the deceased.
We also pray for Committed Adorers and their 
family members, including grandparents and 
cousins, who are ill or facing disabilities.  To 
have someone added to the Ministry of Care, 
contact your Division Leader.

Eucharistic Conference 2022
Our annual Eucharistic Conference will be held 
on Saturday, June 18, 2022.  This will also be the 
weekend of The Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ (Corpus Christi Sunday).  The theme this 
year will be St. Francis of Assisi & the Eucharist. 
This year the speaker will be Fr. Benedict La 
Volpe, OFM Conv.  St. Francis of Assisi can be 
one of the most misquoted and misunderstood 
Saints of the past 2000 years.  We know St. Fran-
cis, not from Hollywood films or popular culture, 
but from his writings and early biographers.  Fr. 
Benedict will show us the importance of the Eu-
charist and the Priesthood in the life and spiritual-
ity of St. Francis of Assisi in two presentations,
opening to us the treasures contained in the Christ
-centered heart of the “Poverello of Assisi”.  Reg-
istration is now available.  You can register on 
the website events page www.kolbeshrine.org/
events or by using the registration form now 
available in the weekly bulletin.  

Portable Phone
During the overnight hours, a portable phone is 
located on the stand immediately in front of the 
pews on the left side of the Chapel.  If in an 
emergency, or if one feels they are being threat-
ened, please use the phone and call the friars with 
the extension listed on the phone.  Additionally, 
call 911 for immediate assistance.  Although an 
emergency is not likely, please keep in mind the 
location of the portable phone. 



Welcome Adorers 
In the past 3 months, the following have made a commitment, or are returning adorers:

Therese Chlevin, Peter Davis, Sam Dawes,    
                   Shirley Miao, Magda and Hector Salas, Bacy Salgado, Adam and Beata Szczupak, 

Sinitha Thuluvath
— May our Eucharistic Lord bless and reward you! —

Prayers For Our Troops
Please remember in your prayers our family 
members serving our country in the armed 
forces:

SERVICEMEN’S PRAYER
“Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect 
them as they protect us.  Bless them and their families 
for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of 
need.  I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and 
Savior.  Amen”     
“Lord, thank you for the priests who answered your 
call to serve and minister to the military families.  We 
pray for increase in priestly vocations in the Archdio-
cese of Military Services.”         

Committed Adorers Who Ask           
For Our Prayers

Kevin Callahan, Linda Dicks, Karl Grubert,     
Tina Grubert, Jane Sanico, Dick Schultz
We continue our prayers for past, and present, family and  adorers.  
Another means of prayer is by entering petitions in the “Petition 
Book” in the rear of the Chapel.

MARYTOWN Ministry of Care
Committed adorers may request prayers for them-
selves and/or immediate family members.  Also, 
recently deceased immediate family members can 
be listed in the “Condolences” section above.  The 
deceased will be remembered during the month of 
November.  For more details, please call the Ado-
ration Office at 847-367-7800, ext. 398, or contact 
your hourly Captain.

Condolences for Committed Adorers 
and Immediate Family Members

We keep all of our deceased Committed Adorers 
and Immediate Family Members in our prayers, 
especially those whom the Lord has called during 
the pandemic:
+Fr. Jim Henning, OFM Conv. (12/30/21)
+Nancy Thielsen (12/31/21)
+Linda Lake (1/12/22)
+Verne Blakely (1/23/22)
+Helen Catalin (2/6/22)
+Sr. Mary of the Precious Blood of Jesus, OCD (3/29/22)
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 

upon them.  May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen
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Adoration Hours Needing            
Committed Adorers

                                                                                    
Sun: 3 am     Mon: 1 am, 11 am                         
Fri: 3 am, 11 am     Sat: 5 pm     

Our goal is to have 2 adorers for every hour.  Additional 
hours in need of adorers are listed in red on the chart in the 
vestibule of the Chapel.  Committed adorers may want to 
consider signing up for an additional hour.

Do You Have an Inspirational Story?
Do you have an inspirational story to share of how 
Eucharistic Adoration has affected you in your 
life?  If so, we invite you to share your story with 
fellow adorers.  Please contact the Adoration Of-
fice (847-367-7800, ext. 398) to submit your wit-
ness for publication in the newsletter.

St. Bonaventure Province Elects 14th Minister Provincial
Congratulations to Friar Paul Joseph Langevin, OFM Conv., who was elected the 14th Minister 
Provincial of St. Bonaventure Province on January 31, 2022.
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III. Worthy Reception of Holy Communion 
–Conforming our life with Christ
John Paul II reminded us of this perennial teaching of 
the Church, that “the celebration of the Eucharist, 
however, cannot be the starting-point for communion; 
it presupposes that communion already exists, a com-
munion that it seeks to consolidate and bring to perfec-
tion” (Ecclesia et Eucharistia, no. 35). To receive all 
the graces and benefits from Holy Communion that 
was mentioned above, the Eucharist requires that we 
live and persevere in sanctifying grace and love, re-
maining within the Church as one body and one spirit 
in Christ. Reaffirming the clear teaching of the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church, Saint John Paul II stat-
ed, “Anyone conscious of a grave sin must receive the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation before coming to com-
munion” (CCC 1385).
It is important to underline this intrinsic connection 
between the Sacraments of Penance and the Eucharist 
because, as Pope Benedict wrote, we are “surrounded 
by a culture that tends to eliminate the sense of sin and 
to promote a superficial approach that overlooks the 
need to be in a state of grace in order to approach sac-
ramental communion worthily” (Sacramentum Carita-
tis, 20). A common and mistaken trend of our times is 
to presume that all have the right to approach and par-
take of the Body and Blood of  the Lord and that 

limiting such a ‘right’ would go against the practice of 
Jesus Christ, who welcomed all sinners. 
However, the teachings of the Church have always 
been clear and based on Scripture. Holy Communion is 
reserved for those, who with God’s grace make a sin-
cere effort to live this union with Christ and His 
Church by adhering to all that the Catholic Church 
believes and proclaims to be revealed by God. 
From the very beginning, the Teaching of the Twelve 
Apostles, passed down to us in the Didache – one of 
the oldest writings outside the New Testament – de-
scribes this ancient practice in which the priest, just 
before distributing Holy Communion says: “Whoever 
is holy, let him approach, whoever is not, let him do 
penance” (Didache 10). The Church has always 
stressed this perennial doctrine and discipline: before 
one receives Jesus Christ in Holy Communion one 
must be in communion of life, restored often by God’s 
mercy in the Sacrament of Penance. Otherwise, instead 
of receiving all the graces from Holy Communion, we 
are partaking of our own condemnation. Saint Paul 
declared, “Whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of 
the Lord unworthily will have to answer for the body 
and blood of the Lord.”  In other words, whoever un-
worthily receives the Eucharist will have to answer for 
the Lord’s death. The Apostle further warned, “A per-
son should examine himself, and so eat the bread and 
drink the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without 
discerning the body, eats and drinks judgment on him-
self” (1 Cor 11:27-29). 
Thomas Aquinas painfully but clearly echoed Saint 
Paul’s warning in the hymn Lauda Sion Salvatorem
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